St. Joseph: A Man for the Ages

St. Joseph was a man for the ages. | like to
think of Joseph as a man that walked the walk
and only talked if it was necessary. | imagine
that he went about his life quietly and out of
the spotlight, worked hard in his carpentry, and
spent time with his family in Nazareth.
Imagining Joseph living today, | have similar
imagery: he works for his father’s
woodworking business, devotes time in his day
for quality family time, and volunteers on
weekends. | can picture the same figure then
and now. Can you?

St. Joseph’s March 19th Solemnity celebrates
faith, fatherhood, and fortitude in a way that
brings people together. St. Joseph is the patron

saint of the Universal Church, fathers,
families, expectant mothers, travelers,
immigrants, craftsmen, and many more!

People all around the world look to Joseph as
a model for their lives because of his deep
faith, warm fatherhood, and fortitude.

His deep faith evidenced in his “Yes” to
marry the Virgin Mother.

As we read in the Gospel of Matthew (Mt 1:18-
19), Joseph was a kindhearted man who loved
Mary so much that he was willing to risk his
reputation. He was ready to stick by her
through the betrothal and pregnancy and figure
it out later, as we might say today. Matthew’s
phrase is “divorce her quietly.” Scripture also
tells us that God sent his angel in a dream to
straighten things out with Joseph: “Joseph son
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home
as your wife, because what is conceived in her
is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a

Thanh Ca Giuse: Ngwoi cia moi thoi
dai

Thénh Ca Giuse la nguoi cia moi thoi dai. Toi
thich nghi vé Thanh Cd Giuse nhw ngwoi dan
éng di dao va chi noi khi can. Toi tudng tugng
Ngai da di trong cugc song minh céach lgng |é
khong danh den sdn khdu, 1am viéc cham chi
trong nghé mgc cia minh va danh thoi gian
cho gia dinh minh ¢ Nazarét. Tht tuong tugng
Thénh Ca Giuse song ngay nay di. Téi ciing co
hinh anh tuong ty: Ngai lam viéc cho doanh
nghiép do go cua cha minh, danh thoi gian
trong ngay cho gia dinh mlnh Vé6i day pham
chat va tinh nguyén vién cugi tuan. T6i cé thé
hinh dung ra ciing hinh anh luc d6 va bay gio.
Ban cd thé tuong tugng noi nhu vay khong?

Lé trong ngay 19 thang 3 Thanh Ca Giuse la
dé t0n vinh dirc tin, tinh phu ti# va long diing
cam da gan két mei ngwoi véi nhau. Thanh
Ca Giuse la vi thanh bao tro Giao hgi Hoan
vil, C&c bgc lam cha, cac gia dinh, cac ba me
twong lai, c&c du khach, cac nguoi nhdp cu,
cac the thu cong, va nhiéu hon nital Moi nguoi
trén thé gigi nhin 1én Thanh Cd Giuse nhw
mdu gwong cho cugc séng cia he vi dirc tin
sau sdc, tinh phu ti# néng nan va long diing
cam.

Piic tin sdu sic cia Ngai da dwgc ching té
trong viéc Ngai “Xin Vang” de ket hon voi
Me Pong trinh.

Nhu chung ta doc trong Tin Mung Matthéu
(Mt 1: 18-19), Thanh Ca Giuse la nguoi nhan
hau, yéu mén Buc Maria dén ndi sin sang liéu
mang. Theo cach chlng ta c6 thé ndi ngay nay,
Ngai da san sang gan bo vai ¢6 4y cho dén lic
hira hdn va mang thai rdi tinh sau. Cum tir
Théanh Matthéu sir dung 1a "ly hon véi co dy
cach kin ddo." Kinh thanh ciing cho ching ta
biét Chtia d sai thién st Nguoi dén trong giac
mong dé giai quyét moi chuyén cho Thanh Ca
Giuse (Mt 1: 20-21*): “Nay 6ng Giuse, con
chdu Davit, dung ngai don ba Maria vo dng
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son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people from their
sins.” Certainly, only a man of true faith would
hear these words and trust in God’s plan.

His protection of the Holy Family and
warmth while raising Jesus as his own.

Although there is little written about Jesus’ life
as a boy before his ministry, we can be sure
that Joseph took great care of the Son entrusted
to his care. Even when Jesus was a baby,
Joseph protected him from death (Mt 2:19-23),
presented Jesus at the Temple as was
customary (Luke 2:22), and taught him his
carpentry trade. This real-life example of
fatherhood is one that lends its patronage to all
fathers today.

In my experience, my dad modeled the
fatherhood of St. Joseph when he taught me
that working hard in the service of others is one
of our greatest duties on Earth. My dad also
taught me perseverance. And finally, my dad
taught me about optimism—an outlook on life
that is forever reaching toward hope and
success. Fathers have a model to emulate in St.
Joseph’s quiet support and care for his family.

His fortitude to face the world in times of
adversity.

At important times in Joseph’s life, he was
challenged by God. In those moments, he rose
to the challenge by making a selfless choice. In
our lives as Catholics, we are often challenged
at times of weakness or when life seems hard.
Negativity can seem endless, problems pile on
top of other problems, media stories show no
hope, and family life is full of brokenness.

Vé, Vi nguroi con ba curu mang 1a do quyén ning
Chua Thanh Than. Ba dy sé sinh con trai, va
ong phai dat tén cho con tré la Giésu (Cuu
thé*), vi chinh Nguoi sé ciru dan Nguwoi khoi
ti 161 cua ho.” Chic chén, chi nhiing ai co
dirc tin thgt mai nghe nhéiing loi nay xudi tai*
va tin vao ké hoach Thién Chua.

Ngai bao vé Thanh gia va nhiét tinh nudi
nang Chda Giésu nhu con minh.

DU c6 rat it tai lieu vé cude doi Chia Giésu ldc
con bé trudc khi thi hanh st vu cta Nguoi,
chiing ta c6 thé chac chan rang Thanh Ciuse da
cham soc k¥ ludng Nguoi Con dugc phd trao
cho Ngai. Tur khi Chda Giésu con nho, Thanh
Giuse da bao vé Nguoi khoi bi giét hai (Mt 2:
19-23), tién dang Chla Giésu vao Dén thanh
theo tuc 1é Do thai (Lc 2: 22) va day Nguoi
nghé moc. Tdm guwong thuc té vé tinh phu ti
nay chinh 1a mdu gwong vé tinh phu ti# cho
tdt cd cac bgc 1am cha ngay nay.

Theo kinh nghiém riéng t0i, cha téi da noi
guwong tinh phy tr Thanh Cd Giuse khi day
t6i rang lam viéc chéam chi dé phuc vu nguoi
khéc 1a mét trong nhizng nhiém vu lén nhat
ciia_chiing ta trén trdi dat nay. Cha téi ciing
day toi tinh Kkién tri. Cudi cung, cha 6i di day
t6i sw lac quan - mét cai nhin vé cugc séng
mdi mai yuwon téi hy veng va thanh céng. Cac
béc 1am cha da c6 mdu gwong dé noi theo vé
sw hé tro va chim séc tham lgng ma Thanh
Ca Giuse danh cho gia dinh minh.

Thai @ caa Ngai ddi mat véi thé giéi trong
nhirng nghich canh.

Vao nhiing thoi diém quan trong trong cudc
doi Thanh Giuse, Ngai da bi Chua thir thach.
Trong nhiing khoanh khic d6, Ngai di vuot
qua thé thach bang cach chen lwa vi tha.
Trong cudc doi nguoi Cong gido, chung ta
thuong gap thir thach vao nhing ldc yéu dudi
hodc khi cudc sdng c6 vé kho khan nhat*. Su
tiéu cuc duong nhu vo tan, cac van dé nay
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When we are faced with these challenges, it is
important to remember our forefathers in faith.
We, like St. Joseph, must put our trust in God
and entrust to him our lives and those of our
loved-ones as well.

The tumultuous world we live in will never
have hope if we as Catholics are not the first
ones to share God’s love. St Joseph is the
perfect model of faith, fatherhood, and
fortitude that we need in today’s world. Here is
a short prayer to St. Joseph for his intercession.
Pray this and feel God lift away your fears and
despair.

Oh St. Joseph whose protection is so great, so
strong, so prompt before the throne of God, |
place in you all my interests and desires.

Oh St. Joseph do assist me by your powerful
intercession and obtain for me from your
divine son all spiritual blessings through Jesus
Christ, our Lord; so that having engaged here
below your heavenly power | may offer my
thanksgiving and homage to the most loving of
fathers.

Oh St. Joseph, | never weary contemplating
you and Jesus asleep in your arms. | dare not
approach while he reposes near your heart.
Press him in my name and kiss his fine head
for me, and ask him to return the kiss when |
draw my dying breath.

chong chat I&n céc van dé khac, cac cu chuyén
trén truyén thdng xa hoi* lai khdng cho thay hy
vong Vvai cudc séng gia dinh day do va. Khi
chung ta di mat véi nhitng thir thach nhu thé,
diéu quan trong 1a hay nhé dén nhitng nguoi
di trwdc chung ta trong dirc tin. Nhw Thdnh
Ca Giuse, chiing ta hay dat niém tin vao Chuda
va phé thdc cho Ngwoi cugc séng ching ta va
nhizng ngwoi than yéu ching ta nira.

Thé gi6i day bién dong ching ta dang sdng s&
khong bao gid c6 hy vong néu ching ta la
nhitng nguoi Céng giao nhung lai khdng phai
& nhiing nguoi trudc tién chia sé tinh yéu
Chua. Thanh Giuse 1a mdu gwong hoan hdo
vé diic tin, tinh phu ti va long kién cwong ma
chiing ta can cé trong thé gigi hdm nay. Sau
day la kinh nguyén ngan véi Thanh Ca Giuse
dé xin Ngai chuyén cau. Hay cdu xin diéu nay
va cam nh@n Chua x6a tan néi s¢' hai va tuyét
vong cua chang ta.

Lay Thanh Cd Giuse, Pdng bao vé thdt vi dai,
that hung manh, thdt khan triong trieéc ngai
Thién Chua, con xin dat noi Ngai moi so thich
vd 1wdC muon cua con.

Lay Thanh Ca Giuse, xin tro gitp con qua loi
cau bau day quyén néing cua Ngai va xin ban
cho con nho nguoi Con linh thiéng cuza Ngai
tdt ca cac an phac thiéng liéng qua Chua Giésu
Kitd, Chua chung con; Ngd hdu, qua Sy cam
két noi day dudi quyen nang thién thuwong cua
Ngai, con c6 thé dang loi cam tg va 1ong tén
kinh cia con doi véi nguoi cha yéu thwong
nhdt trong cac nguoi cha.

Lay Thanh Ca Giuse, con khdng hé mét mdi
chiém ngam Ngai véi Chla Giésu nam ngu
trong vong tay Ngai. Con khéng ddam dén gan
khi Ngueoi ké dau sat tim nguc Ngai. Xin Ngai
hay dat Nguwoi 1én trén danh tanh con va hén
vang tran m;n mang cia Nguwoi hé con, va xin
Nguroi hon lgi con lac 1am chung.
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St. Joseph, patron of departing souls, pray for
us.

Amen.
Krissy Pierno

a teacher for the Archdiocese of Washington.
3/21/2019

Lay Thanh Cd Giuse, ddng bdo tro cac linh
hon dang lia doi, xin cau bau cho tat ca ching
con.

Amen.

James & Joseph Ldp
30.08.2021




